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Judges Education Seminar 
Lagotto Romagnolo



Historical Summary
Ancient breed of retrieving water dogs in the 
lowlands of Comacchio and marshlands of 

Ravenna, in Italy. During the centuries, the great 
marshlands were drained and turned into arable 
land. Subsequently the Lagotto changed from 

being awater dog to an excellent dog for 
searching for truffles in the flat open country and 

in the hills of Romagna, a job that it performs 
with passion and efficiency.



General Appearance
Small to medium-sized dog, well proportioned,

powerfully built, of a rustic appearance, with a dense,
curly coat of woolly texture. The dog should give the

impression that he has the strength and endurance to
work all day in difficult and challenging terrain.





Head, Cheeks and Skull
Head
When viewed from above the head is trapezoidal in
shape and moderately broad; the upper longitudinal
axes of the skull and the muzzle diverge slightly.

Cheeks flat.

Axes of the skull and the muzzle converging or
appearing "dishfaced" is a fault. Viewed from the side,
from occiput to stop, the skull should be longer than
the muzzle.

The skull measured across the area of the zygomatic
arches is wide and equal to the area from the stop to
the occipital crest, both being slightly more than 50%
of the total length of the head (56%). Frontal sinuses
well developed, marked arch of the eyebrows, the
occipital crest is not very developed, the stop not too
pronounced though the furrow between the eyes is
pronounced.





Ridge, Ears and Muzzle
The ridge formed by the eye sockets is palpable from
the eyebrows to the side of the head. The eyes are
large, but never exaggerated, rounded, filling the

socket, set fairly apart. The color of the iris ranges
from ochre to hazel and dark brown depending on the

color of the coat. Close fitting eyelids; eye-rim color
will vary with coat color from flesh colored to dark

brown. Eyelashes very well developed. The Lagottos
expression should be alert, keen and lively. Wall eyes

are a disqualifying fault.
The ears are medium-sized in proportion to the head,
triangular with rounded tips; their base is rather wide;

they are set just above the zygomatic arches.
Hanging at rest or slightly raised when the dog is
attentive. The ears when pulled loosely forward

across the cheeks towards the nose tip should cover
1/4 of the length of the muzzle. Muzzle is measured
from eyes to nose tip. On the ears, the hair tends to
show looser curls, but remains very wavy. Except

where trimmed to the edges there should be no short
hair on the ears. The inner part of the auricle is also

covered with hair.
The muzzle is broad in width, in length a little shorter

than the skull (44% to 56% ratio). The muzzle is
wedge shaped, giving a blunt profile. The nose is
large with wide open and mobile nostrils. Median
groove strongly pronounced. The bridge of the

muzzle(has a straight profile, a roman nose is a fault







Gait and Movement

Gait/Movement
Energetic trot 

with reach and 
drive. Lively and 

balanced.





Forequarters and 
Hindquarters

Forequarters
Shoulder - shoulder blades long (30% 
of the height at withers), well laid back 
(52-55°),muscular, strong and closely 
attached to the chest, but moving freely.

Hindquarters
Angulation - in balance with the 
forequarters. Legs - powerful, upright 
seen from the rear, well proportioned to 
the size of the dog and parallel. Upper 
thigh - long (35% of the height
at withers), with well defined muscles. 
The axis of the femur has a distinct 
inclination of 80° to the horizontal.







Coat
Hair - of woolly texture, never twisted to form thin 
cords, semi-rough on the surface, with tight, ring 

shaped curls, with visible undercoat. Curls must be 
evenly distributed all over the body and tail, except 

on the head, where the curls are not as tight. A 
dense undercoat and curls must be present in order 

to evaluate coat quality.
Colors - All colors except Black



Behavior and Temperament
Behavior and Temperament
The Lagotto is tractable, 
undemanding, keen, 
affectionate,very attached to 
his owner and easy to train. 
He is also a very good 
companion and an excellent 
watch-dog. A natural gift for 
searching and a very good 
nose has made the breed very 
efficient in finding truffles. The 
former hunting instinct has 
been modified by genetic 
selection; hence his work is 
not distracted by the scent of 
game. The dog should be 
neither aggressive nor overly 
shy.



Standard Summary
BODY- Square in structure
Head- Cranial region should be nearly as wide as long 
(square)
The muzzle is broad in width, in length a little shorter than 
the skull (44% to 56% ratio). The muzzle is wedge shaped, 
giving a blunt profile. 
Nose and Nostrils- Should be large and open.
Chest - well developed, reaching down to the elbows. 
Ribs - well developed, narrow in front; widening from the 
sixth rib back (behind the shoulders) to the last rib.

The Topline - well pronounced withers, topline straight 
from behind the withers to the
croup, which is slightly sloping. 
Body - compact and strong.
Croup - long, wide, muscular, slightly sloping. 
Tail - set on slightly below the line of the
back; following the natural line of the croup. The length of 
the tail when hanging at rest
should barely reach the hocks.



Faults
Any departure 
from the 
foregoing points 
should be
considered a 
fault and the 
seriousness with 
which the fault 
should be 
regarded should 
be in exact 
proportion to its 
degree and its 
effect upon the 
health and 
welfare of the 
dog and on its 
ability to perform 
its traditional 

Faults
Incorrect

Incorrect

Correct

Correct


